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Psalm 105:1-15; John 9:1-7; Genesis 30:25-43

Our final Scripture reading today is Genesis 30:25-43.  May God bless the reading of His 
holy, sacred, and perfect Word.  “After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, "Send 
me on my way so I can go back to my own homeland. Give me my wives and children, for 
whom I have served you, and I will be on my way. You know how much work I've done for 
you." But Laban said to him, "If I have found favor in your eyes, please stay. I have learned by 
divination that the LORD has blessed me because of you." He added, "Name your wages, and I 
will pay them." Jacob said to him, "You know how I have worked for you and how your 
livestock has fared under my care. The little you had before I came has increased greatly, and the
LORD has blessed you wherever I have been. But now, when may I do something for my own 
household?" "What shall I give you?" he asked. "Don't give me anything," Jacob replied. "But if 
you will do this one thing for me, I will go on tending your flocks and watching over them: Let 
me go through all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled or spotted sheep, 
every dark-colored lamb and every spotted or speckled goat. They will be my wages. And my 
honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever you check on the wages you have paid me. 
Any goat in my possession that is not speckled or spotted, or any lamb that is not dark-colored, 
will be considered stolen." "Agreed," said Laban. "Let it be as you have said." That same day he 
removed all the male goats that were streaked or spotted, and all the speckled or spotted female 
goats (all that had white on them) and all the dark-colored lambs, and he placed them in the care 
of his sons. Then he put a three-day journey between himself and Jacob, while Jacob continued 
to tend the rest of Laban's flocks. Jacob, however, took fresh-cut branches from poplar, almond 
and plane trees and made white stripes on them by peeling the bark and exposing the white inner 
wood of the branches. Then he placed the peeled branches in all the watering troughs, so that 
they would be directly in front of the flocks when they came to drink. When the flocks were in 
heat and came to drink, they mated in front of the branches. And they bore young that were 
streaked or speckled or spotted. Jacob set apart the young of the flock by themselves, but made 
the rest face the streaked and dark-colored animals that belonged to Laban. Thus he made 
separate flocks for himself and did not put them with Laban's animals. Whenever the stronger 
females were in heat, Jacob would place the branches in the troughs in front of the animals so 
they would mate near the branches, but if the animals were weak, he would not place them there.
So the weak animals went to Laban and the strong ones to Jacob. In this way the man grew 
exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, and maidservants and menservants, and 
camels and donkeys.”

It’s a very dangerous thing to assume that ancient people weren’t very intelligent.  We 
tend to think of people in the centuries before us as simple-minded.  But two thousand years 
before Jesus, societies were building pyramids and massive ziggurats.  Early astronomers knew a
great deal about the rotation of the earth and the patterns of the universe.  Horse drawn carts 
existed in Mesopotamia in 1900 BC.  Scientists and doctors may not have had the tools or 
resources they do now, but they did astounding things with what they had.  We may have more 
technology, but I’m not convinced that technology makes us smarter in any way.
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We have to keep this in mind when we read a passage like today’s.  I remember that this 
is one of the passages I first read in my youth that deeply confused me.  Even as a teenager, I 
was like, “Um, do things actually work that way?”  A literal reading of today’s passage could 
lead us to think that the ancient Israelites were pretty dumb and didn’t know the way things 
worked.  But it’s never wise to assume that someone you don’t really know or understand has 
less intelligence.  We’re going to get to the bottom of this strange and interesting passage, find 
out the possibilities, and see what God is teaching us as Christ-followers today.

Our quick recap – last week, Jacob’s family multiplied exponentially, in part because of 
the rivalry between his wives Leah and Rachel.  Jacob now has 11 sons, at least one daughter, 
two wives, two maidservant wives – he’s got a lot of people to take care of.  He’s served his 
father-in-law Laban for 14 years in a rotten deal.  He earned subsistence wages during that time, 
enough to feed his family, have a few tents and a few tunics, but that’s it.  

Jacob is ready to move on.  God has promised that his descendants will eventually own 
the land of Canaan.  So he goes to Laban and essentially asks permission to leave.  This is a 
formality, but an important part of ancient hospitality, especially because these are also Laban’s 
children and grandchildren we’re talking about.  But Jacob’s had enough, and rightfully so.  He’s
worked hard, Laban has prospered, and Jacob got the bad end of a tricky deal.  Laban returns the 
hospitality.  When he says, “If I have found favor in your eyes, please stay,” he’s using the 
language of an inferior to a superior.  Laban is humbling himself, or so it seems.  Laban has 
found out through a local holy man or prophet or medium that Jacob is the reason that Laban is 
doing so well.  Jacob’s blessings have overflowed into his lap, so he wants Jacob to stay.

Jacob conceives of a fascinating plan.  Jacob asks for the odds and ends of Laban’s flock 
– the lambs that aren’t truly white and the goats that are spotted or striped, and the young that 
look like that will belong to him as well.  Jacob will be held accountable by sight – Laban can  
immediately claim any white lamb or typical goat as his own.  Jacob, the man known for his 
trickery in his early life, now is intent on being righteous in his dealings with Laban.  The man 
who was so crafty before, now that he’s lived a decade dealing with the ramifications of Laban’s 
treachery, is starting to live under God’s light instead.

Laban loves this idea.  But Laban hasn’t changed at all.  Rather than placing himself 
under God’s blessing, he places himself under God’s wrath.  How?  He takes all the animals in 
his flock that would belong to Jacob, the ones most likely to produce lambs and goats that would 
belong to Jacob under the agreement, and he gives them to his sons.  They set off three days 
down the road.  Laban immediately cheats this man who is the reason he is so successful.

The first idea I want to explore together today is this: no plan against the Lord and His 
people will ultimately succeed.  God tells the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon that is 
forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the 
heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me," declares the 
LORD.”  Psalm 2 tells us in its opening, “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in 
vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and 
against his Anointed One...the One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.”  Psalm 
11 earlier today confirms that the Lord judges those who oppose His people.

2



Even the greatest plan the enemy ever conceived, to kill Jesus, failed miserably.  Jesus 
warned the disciples what was going to happen when they were in the Upper Room together, and
in John 16 Jesus tells the disciples that it is good He is going away because when He does, the 
Father will send the disciples the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said, “You will weep while the world 
rejoices, but your sorrow will turn into joy.”  And that’s exactly right.  The Pharisees succeeded 
in their plan to have Jesus arrested, tried, and executed...yet He rose again on the third day, and 
His disciples did receive the Holy Spirit, and the rest is history.

The Lord is faithful to His people to bring about His plans.  Now does it always happen 
immediately?  No.  It was years before Jacob prospered out of Laban’s flock.  Lots of hard work 
went into taking care of Laban’s flocks for twenty years.  And yet, God’s plan to prosper Jacob 
came to fruition.  Wasn’t on Jacob’s timetable, but it was on God’s timetable.  Laban eventually 
suffers because he opposed Jacob’s every step, as next week’s passage will detail for us.

This is a great comfort to us.  When we are walking with the Lord, no matter what 
hardship, no matter what adversity, no matter what the price at the pump says, no matter what the
checkbook balance says, God will bring about His plans for us.  You may be in the middle of it; 
it may be hard.  Jacob is feeding 17 mouths and his father-in-law just hid all the sheep that 
belonged to him 25 miles away.  You may be dealing with a similar injustice.  Hold firm to your 
faith and be steadfast; do not try a shortcut to success or a get-rich-quick scheme.  Hold fast to 
God, and He will make His plans for your life come about.  

It’s so good to know that no weapon formed against us will prosper, as the King James 
says.  No one can take us down.  This world can take away what we own; it can disparage us; it 
can forsake us, hurt us, bruise us, even kill us as it did the disciples.  But God knows.  God’s 
plans will come about.  And His plans don’t end with this old earth the way is.  We know the 
God of resurrection.  And our God will resurrect us.  His plan to bring us into the Kingdom 
perfect and whole and holy will succeed.

But...don’t stand on the wrong side of God’s plan.  Don’t be a Laban hiding the sheep 
trying to get ahead.  If you oppose the Lord’s plan and the Lord’s people, it’s not going to go 
well.  See what happens in the book of Acts when people oppose the Lord’s plans.  Ananias and 
Sapphira, Elymas the magician, Herod Agrippa...not a list with happy endings.  Even as 
Christians, we can, by sinning, begin opposing the Lord’s plans.  Important to be mindful about.

And that said, I think it’s important to say something else regarding this passage: never 
assume your blessings are because of your own righteousness.  The one way to be sure of God’s 
peace in your life is to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and to live as His disciple.  Any 
other means of discerning God’s favor on your life is simply false.  We don’t understand exactly 
how Laban found out that God was blessing Jacob, but Laban reaches the true conclusion that 
Jacob is the reason for his good fortune.  We don’t know if Laban thought that all he’d achieved 
was by his own merit or not.  But he wasn’t going to let what he considered his lucky charm go 
without at least trying to get him to stay.  Still, as we learn, Laban’s fortunes turn quickly.
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Scripture says that God is faithful and good and merciful.  He sends the rain on the just 
and unjust alike.  Not every sin is immediately punished and every injustice immediately 
corrected because God is full of mercy and grace.  Sometimes, someone is sick not because 
they’ve gone against God, but because God is going to work through their suffering to produce 
something better.  In John 9 today, Jesus quickly shuts down the disciples when they try to 
discern the sin behind a blind man’s predicament.  It isn’t about the blind man at all, but God.  

In the same manner, some people today think they’re “good with God” because they have
good circumstances.  Some people are in a family with someone who is truly a disciple, who 
follows God to the best of her ability, who prays regularly for his family, who shows the world 
around them what it means to be a God-follower.  Their lives are blessed, but that blessing is the 
overflow.  The truth is, we seldom see in this life how God is blessing some folks and not others 
and why.  What we know is, when the chips are down, it doesn’t mean you’ve angered God 
necessarily.  And when things are going super well, it doesn’t mean you’re right with God.  
There’s one way to be right with God, and when you have that relationship with Jesus, when 
He’s the front and center of your life, you’ll know regardless of external circumstances that your 
life is good in God’s hands.

Now we come to the weird and wild part of the passage.  Jacob is practicing very bizarre 
animal husbandry.  He has this thing where he’s taking branches from different kinds of trees 
and peeling the bark off and putting the branches in the flock’s water supply.  He’s trying to get 
the best of the best to mate together.  But the surprising thing is, the flocks that breed are all one 
color, but they have striped and spotted and speckled offspring which now belong to Jacob.

Now there are a couple different possibilities of what is going on here, and over the ages, 
theologians have run with several different ones.  Many have thought that Jacob is trying some 
ancient superstitious practice to breed animals he can keep.  It wouldn’t be beyond Jacob to do 
that, but at the beginning of the passage we see a fundamental change in Jacob looking to be 
accountable.  And as we all know, this is not the way genetics works.  DNA doesn’t change with 
sticks.  God would be blessing more trickery, and I guess I don’t see that.  

But there are more possibilities.  It’s possible that God directed Jacob to do this.  Often 
God directs His people to do things that don’t work by the rules of this world in order to show 
His mercy and power.  For example, when the Israelites rebel against God and face a plague of 
snakes as a result, God commands Moses to make a bronze snake and put it on a pole in the 
center of the camp.  Anyone who looks up at the snake will be cured.  

Now bronze snakes don’t cure snakebites, right?  This one did.  Those who had faith 
turned to the snake and lived. The bronze snake had to be destroyed because people began to 
worship it.  Point is, God provided a way out for those who would do something that seemed 
ridiculous but showed their faith.  

Even in our story today about Jesus, Jesus puts mud on the blind man’s eyes as part of the
healing and told him to wash it off.  Now in other scenarios, Jesus says the word and someone is 
instantly healed.  Why does this man get a facial that he has to wash off in the pool where 
pilgrims gathered to go into Jerusalem and went through ritual purification?
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  Maybe because that location would show far more people that this blind man was 
healed.  Maybe it was because it would have attracted too much attention to Jesus in the moment.
Or maybe it was Jesus simply being obedient to the Father’s will to use His power according to 
His direction in the moment.

The only issue with this theory is that we’re not told this is what God did.  Scripture 
doesn’t say that God told Jacob to do this to the bark to be obedient.  And if it were a lesson in 
obedience that we were meant to learn from, surely God would have said so?  It’s hard to say.

What we do know comes from modern scientific experiments.  In the last 20 years, 
scientists have examined the kinds of branches that Jacob used when he was raising these flocks. 
And do you know what?  They don’t change DNA and they don’t make animals have spotted 
offspring, but they have medicinal benefits for herds.  One of them acts as an anti-inflammatory 
agent like Advil or Motrin.  One of them takes care of issues with reproductive tracts.  The third 
increases reproduction rates 30%, increases multiple births, and decreases the mortality rate.  
And all of them are activated by placing them in water.  Jacob wasn’t breeding animals that 
would necessarily be his own, but he’s breeding the best animals possible in his world.  

God spoke to Jacob – which next week’s passage confirms – and Jacob raises the herds 
well, doing everything he can to increase their strength and numbers, in all likelihood using some
revelation from God about how to tend them, or some wisdom that we had long lost.  I don’t 
think he’s dumb or superstitious.  I think God did the rest.  God handles the part where these 
lambs, against our expectations, breed in precisely the way they need in order for Jacob’s share 
to grow huge.  Because God is faithful and will do what He promises, which was to bless Jacob.

So two thoughts: God repeatedly does the impossible for His glory, and don’t be alarmed
when God asks you to do something that seems absurd for His glory.  Jesus, a dead man, was 
returned to life and now lives and reigns with the Father.  Moses raises his staff, stretches out his 
hand, and God makes dry land out of the Reed Sea.  Elijah pours bucket after bucket of water on 
his sacrifice against the priests of Baal, and God sets it aflame.  God does the impossible for His 
glory all the time.  He takes people like us and cleans us up and makes us holy, which means 
He’s interested in doing the truly impossible! 

So don’t be surprised when God asks something a little odd from you every now and 
again.  It likely won’t be as odd as throwing branches into a trough during mating season.  It 
might be stopping to talk to the older lady at the coffee shop who seems lonely.  It might be 
having a real conversation with the guy begging down at the corner of Cass and Gratiot.  Might 
be showing extravagant love to someone who you feel doesn’t deserve it.  God has asked much 
stranger things of His people – these are ones that would fall under the heading of “love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Not that far out of line.  When you’ve been willing to do those, it won’t 
be so odd when God asks you for something more unique that gives Him more glory and gives 
you more opportunity to enjoy His work in your life.

Next week...Jacob and his crew finally get out of Labanland.  Make sure to be here for 
that, and in the meantime, look for ways that God might work through you in the week ahead 
where He will get the glory.         
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