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1 Peter 3:8-12; Proverbs 28:13; Genesis 29:14b-29

Our final Scripture reading is from Genesis 29:14b-29.  May God bless the reading of His
holy, sacred, and perfect Word.  “After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, Laban said
to him, “Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me 
what your wages should be.” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, 
and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel was lovely in form, 
and beautiful. Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return 
for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some 
other man. Stay here with me.” So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like 
only a few days to him because of his love for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife.
My time is completed, and I want to go in to her.” So Laban brought together all the people of 
the place and gave a feast. But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to 
Jacob, and Jacob went in to her. And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her 
maidservant. When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you 
have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?” Laban replied,
“It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. Finish 
this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another 
seven years of work.” And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave 
him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. Laban gave his servant girl Bilhah to his daughter Rachel
as her maidservant. Jacob lay with Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. And he 
worked for Laban another seven years.”

One of the hardest things to explain about the Bible is that while the whole Bible is 
divinely inspired by God and intended by God for our growth, the Bible is not just a massive 
handbook for life.  It includes books of poetry written by men about God; it includes letters 
written to instruct the church.  It includes history and laws, parables and songs and so many 
different things.  But the Bible contains not only stories about people and events that God 
condones, it contains stories about people and events that God condemns.  Part of the reason that 
the Bible is so believable in its recounting of history is because the Bible never shies away from 
portraying the heroes of the faith in a bad light when they misstep, unlike virtually all the rest of 
ancient historical records.  Sometimes, we are told of awful events that illustrate man’s 
inhumanity to man.  

Today’s passage is one of those passages where we wonder, what were they thinking?  
What kind of nightmare scenario is this that they got themselves into?  Today’s passage is 
definitely one of those stories where we don’t feel very edified.  A horrible injustice occurs.  And
yet, there is also much to learn here for us.  Deep within this passage are questions about taking 
advantage and taking responsibility.  We as Christians need to recognize that the capacity for 
deception is still a deep part of us, especially self-deception, and we also need to recognize that 
one of the key aspects of living a godly life is taking responsibility for our actions.  
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In our reading this week, I included part of last week’s passage to remind us where we’d 
been, how Jacob arrived in Haran and quickly acclimated to life with Laban and his family, far 
from his strife with his brother Esau.  When last we saw him, he had busied himself with seven 
years of work to win the hand of Rachel, the woman he loved.  While she was the younger of 
Laban’s daughters, she was the one that Jacob took a shine to.  

As the new part of our passage starts, the deal is finished and Jacob has completed his 
end of the bargain.  Tension is building between Laban and Jacob right from the start, because 
Jacob’s language is insistent and impatient.  “Give me my wife.”  It seems that Laban hasn’t 
exactly been planning the nuptials to celebrate the seven-year anniversary of Jacob’s start date on
his farm.  Jacob’s worked seven years, yet from the language Jacob uses, he knows Laban is 
going to be hesitant.  It’s time – I’ve done my bit – now let’s complete the deal.

So Laban throws a feast for all the nearby families – this is a major event.  It’s at this 
event that Laban gives his daughter to Jacob.  Notice closely that this is a celebration, a banquet, 
but not necessarily what we would think of as a modern wedding.  This is not an event where 
they’ve been spending months planning, buying a dress, sending out invitations, picking out a 
caterer and a florist and a hall.  It’s a grand happening, but it looks very different from what we 
would expect.  Ancient weddings lasted a week with feasting and partying the whole time.

There are two key things to remember when puzzling through this passage.  First, while 
different cultures saw women veiling themselves in different ways at different times, the 
wedding veil was different.  At most ancient Near Eastern weddings, the woman was veiled from
head to toe, with only the eyes showing.  Given that the veil was supposed to symbolize purity, it
was not form-fitted.  It’s a deception that was indeed possible, given the ceremony taking place 
at night with little light, and given that there was not a precedent for the exchanging of vows and 
rings and kissing the bride that we think of.  

Second, and this is the most important bit, is that Jacob is significantly intoxicated.  It 
was a key duty of the bride’s father to make sure the wine kept flowing throughout the 
celebrations.  (Two thousand years later, we see Jesus making wine for a wedding feast rather 
than for the family to be publicly humiliated for running out!)  But Jacob is so inebriated that he 
stumbles into his wedding night in a blur where he really has no idea what’s happened until the 
next morning.  I’m guessing that was part of Laban’s plan.  The biblical text doesn’t tell us that 
Jacob is drunk because in that culture, given the universality of wine at weddings, the original 
readers would have been able to put two and two together – Jacob is deceived, but he’s also 
deceived because on this moment that he’s been waiting for seven year, this moment that he’s 
supposed to be united to the woman he adores, he’s stone drunk.

Jacob wakes up and finds out the deception.  What is so awful on Laban’s part is that he 
takes no responsibility for his actions whatsoever.  Jacob has lived with Laban for seven years.  
There were seven years where Laban could have stated how uncomfortable he was marrying off 
Leah before Rachel.  He had plenty of opportunities.  Laban has created a way for himself not 
only to marry off both of his daughters, but to get an additional seven years of labor out of the 
blessed Jacob whose work, due to the hand of God, always prospers.  Laban is despicable, not 
only for his treachery but for treating his daughters as nothing more than property.
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Jacob, the man most known for his treachery with Esau, has himself been double-crossed,
tricked out of his bride and tricked into seven more years of labor for his father-in-law.  And just 
as there was no way for Isaac to take back his blessing, there’s no way to undo this mess with 
Leah.  Laban holds all the cards here.  If Jacob isn’t willing to go along with Laban’s solution, if 
he were to disavow the marriage or divorce Leah, he loses Rachel forever.  Laban didn’t keep the
exact terms of the agreement, but he did provide Jacob with a wife.  What Laban proposes still 
gives him Rachel, albeit a week later.  Jacob acquiesces.  He completes the bargain, though in a 
sad turn of events, one that’s completely predictable, Leah may be Jacob’s first wife, but Rachel 
receives Jacob’s affections.  Laban’s plan creates rivals out of his daughters, which we will learn 
about more next week.

Before we get to our application, I want to deal with a big question mark: why did Leah 
participate in this scheme?  Some scholars think that Leah was in love with Jacob herself and 
thought this might be her chance.  If Leah’s weak eyes were a negative statement about her 
beauty, we might think that Leah was taking the only chance she thought she’d ever have.  
Perhaps as the oldest daughter, she thought this was her right.  All of these are possibilities.

Yet I have a lot of sympathy for Leah.  Laban thought of his daughters as a problem to 
handle, treating them like property rather than people.  In the wild west of the ancient Near East, 
women had no rights and would have had enormous difficulty making it on their own.  Laban’s 
attitude makes me think that Leah didn’t have much of a choice.  Defying her father’s wishes 
may have been the right thing to do, but I don’t think she had that opportunity.  I think Leah and 
Rachel are pawns in Laban’s game to secure his best worker for another seven years and to get 
the expenses of Leah and Rachel off his ledger.  I refuse to place blame on Leah.

But that leads me to the first thought, a difficult one for us, as we consider just how awful
Laban was to everyone involved in this mess.  It’s this: Do we take advantage of others?  Would 
we take advantage of others if we were to see the repercussions so clearly?  We are going to see 
the reverberations of Laban’s actions here play out throughout the rest of the book of Genesis.  
Laban is callous and heartless, but he’s making a business decision that by appearance is good 
for him and his interests.  It will eventually turn on him, but this is a huge windfall for him.  So 
much so, in fact, that we have to be careful when judging Laban because if given the 
opportunity, we ourselves might take advantage of others in much the same way.

Four different times in the Old Testament law, it’s repeated, “Do not take advantage,” 
“do not exploit.”  Don’t take advantage of the widow or the orphan.  Don’t take advantage of 
someone in a land deal.  Don’t take advantage of one another.  Don’t take advantage of a needy 
hired hand – whether or not he is an Israelite.  In 1st Thessalonians, Paul warns against taking 
advantage of someone else’s wife – that the Lord will avenge such matters.  

And we’re not just talking about scamming someone or something exorbitant – by 
biblical standards, charging interest is illegal and immoral, largely because loans were not for 
houses or boats or to buy luxury items before they could afford them but to survive until the 
harvest came in or a job came through.  Scripture is clear we aren’t to take advantage of anyone, 
certainly not fellow believers but also not others we have regular contact with.
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Taking advantage of others has become epidemic in our society, particularly since the 
pandemic.  People hoarded and sold masks and hand sanitizer for an enormous profit.  They 
hoarded toilet paper.  The other day, I saw a story where a family got caught trying to buy an 
entire shelf of baby formula in the midst of a shortage – 28 containers – in order to sell them 
online.  Car dealerships are pricing thousands above sticker price.  The latest Playstation is so 
hard to find that scalpers are selling it online for sometimes close to double the retail cost.

We all look at these situations and we lament the state of our world.  But if we had the 
means, the connections, the know-how, how many of us would want to get in on making some 
money by taking advantage of a bad situation?  We as Christians live as the forgiven people.  We
know that Christ has ransomed us from the debt owed because of our sins.  Because we live as 
forgiven and free people, we can look reality square in the face and say that we are tempted too.  

I admit, when I finally found a Playstation recently, the thought was in the back of my 
mind, what if I could get two?  Could I pay for part of our own system by selling an extra system
to someone else with a quote-unquote “finder’s fee” tacked on?  I didn’t do that, but when gas is 
$5 a gallon and everything’s 20% more expensive than it was this time last year, we admit, only 
by the grace of God do we not do some things that take advantage of someone else.  But as 
believers, we know that God provides everything we need and so much more.  We do not need to
take advantage of anyone else, ever, because God has our best interests at heart.

Now let’s look at the flip side of this.  Jacob is obviously wronged.  Laban doesn’t fulfill 
his part of the agreement; Jacob has no choice but to do Laban’s bidding if he’s going to have 
Rachel as his wife.  Take Jacob’s past out of the equation, and he has every right to be angry.  
All except for one thing...Jacob was so out of his mind that he had no idea who he had married.  
In no way whatsoever does it excuse Laban’s scheme.  Yet deciding to get plastered at the 
wedding feast led to unexpected consequences that will haunt Jacob the rest of his life.   

We often cannot control the Labans in our lives.  If someone schemes against us, hurts 
us, that’s on them.  But here’s the question we as Christians can deal with head on: will we take 
responsibility for our own actions, even when we’ve been wronged?  The press has had a field 
day with the recent story of Johnny Depp and Amber Heard and their allegations against one 
another that are all now a matter of public record.  Escalation led to escalation and now their 
personal lives are strewn across the newspapers and internet.  And from what little of the trial I 
followed – which believe me was almost nothing – I heard about bad behavior from both parties. 
I heard a lot of not taking responsibility for how they both got to the point that they did.  And the
jury seemed to agree, given that both parties won a part of their lawsuit against one another.

How we react to being wronged and how we own any wrongdoing on our own part 
speaks to how we represent God to our friends and neighbors and how they will understand His 
love and justice and mercy.  In the Old Testament, we’re told that it is God who will repay those 
who have harmed us.  In Romans 12:19, Paul makes it even more clear: he says, “Do not take 
revenge, my friends.”  When Paul writes to the Corinthian church in his first letter to them, he 
calls them out for taking each other to court in front of the pagan authorities over wrongs they 
have done to each other.  “Why not rather be wronged?  Why not rather be cheated?” Paul says.  
He would rather them suffer personal loss than for them to bring the name of Jesus to ridicule.  
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Sometimes, we are like Jacob – we’ve been wronged, but we could avoided it had we not 
in some way shed our integrity and done something unbecoming a believer.  In those situations, 
we have to own up to it and make the best of it.  And sometimes, we are 100% innocent and we 
deserve justice.  Yet we cannot let those times when we have been wronged define who we are 
or how we will react to the world.  

Jesus was constantly wronged – how many times did He perform miraculous healings 
without so much as a “thank you”?  How many times did people take advantage of Him for their 
own gain?  How often was Jesus maligned by the Pharisees?  He wasn’t even accepted by some 
of His own family, and His hometown synagogue tried to throw Him off a cliff!  If we are 
believers, we can expect to be wronged.  But we do not see Jesus refuse to do miracles because 
the last group treated Him poorly.  We never see Him use other people’s behavior to act in any 
way unbecoming the savior of the world.  We cannot live as He did, but we can as His people 
call upon His Spirit to help us to come closer to that level of graciousness.

The question for us will be, will we let the wrongs of this world give us an excuse to give
up?  To act badly?  To seek revenge?  Or will we recognize that God can shape us through the 
wrongs we’ve experienced into something more Christ-like?  I’ve seen wronged people bounce 
back, and I’ve seen wronged people turn bitter and cold only to wrong others.  Which will we 
be?  It ultimately lies with us whether we have an attitude of gratitude about the things in our 
lives which have gone right, or if we sulk and stew over how the world has done us wrong.

Last thing, and briefly, I want to address from this passage is this: where is God in our 
decision-making, especially in difficult situations?  God is notably absent from this passage.  
Jacob made a vow to God just a couple passages back.  Yet there’s no mention of Jacob 
consulting God about his marriage, his work relationship with Laban, or how he should handle 
this debacle.  The relationship that Jacob winds up with, married to two sisters, is expressly 
forbidden in God’s law given to the Israelites down the road.  I don’t think it’s much of a spoiler 
to say that Jacob and his wives have a very difficult time from here.  How much pain and 
suffering could have been spared first if Jacob had just stayed sober for his wedding day, but 
second and more importantly, if Jacob had been a regular man of prayer, bringing his 
relationships and his dealings to his heavenly Father?  

That’s something for us to contemplate on the road home today.  Maybe we’ve not been 
wronged; maybe we’ve not wronged others; maybe all that’s for someone else.  But where is 
God in our decision-making?  Is He front and center?  It is not as if the road with God is simple 
or easy; He leads down the straight and narrow path that leads to life, but it’s a hard trek.  Yet so 
many of life’s greatest challenges can be avoided or made less complicated by bringing God into 
all our decisions.  

We who trust in the Lord have the Holy Spirit to give us guidance.  Sometimes we hear 
silence and must interpret.  Yet we know God is near us, listening to us; He hears us and wants to
direct us.  Let us turn to Him for guidance.  He will not forsake us.  And if we do so on a regular 
basis with our everyday decisions, if and when we get into a jam – hopefully not like Jacob, but 
another – we will know where to turn.
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