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BluePrints: His Workmanship 

By Jason Huff 

August 2, 2014 

Malachi 3:16-18; Ephesians 2:10; Matthew 20:25-28 

 

 Friends, our final Scripture reading tonight is Matthew 20:25-28.  I invite you to turn 

there in your Bibles and to pull out the bulletin insert so you can follow along.  Let’s listen to the 

Word of God.  “Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 

lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.
  
Not so with you.  Instead, 

whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,
 
and whoever wants to be first 

must be your slave --
 
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many."” 

 

 Most of our lives are spent figuring out who we are supposed to be.  Almost everyone 

spends 13 years in school just getting a basic education.  But then to pursue a career, most tack 

on another two to four years.  Some of us even get masters or doctorates in pursuit of a dream.    

Nearly two decades of education, and many don’t even wind up working in the field we study.   

 

In today’s economy, we may get forced in and out of several careers over the course of 

our lifetimes.  Then we reach retirement…and what are we supposed to do then?  Sit around and 

watch TV?  Make ourselves busy with activities?  Whether we’re in school or in a career or out 

of that rat race, as Americans, we take great care and pride in our careers.  We define ourselves 

by our careers. 

 

 But what if it was never meant to be that way?  What if the central concern of life was 

bringing God glory?  What if our core identity was found in being a Christian, and everything 

else flowed out of that?  What if proclaiming the name of Jesus affected everything else we did 

with our lives? 

 

 That’s precisely what the New Testament teaches, and it is the core to understanding our 

eighth and final tenet of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  While the other tenets have told 

us about God and our relationship to Him, how we fit into the church, even what is to come 

when Jesus returns, this is the one that tells us our role in it all.  Here’s what it says: 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ commands all believers to proclaim the Gospel throughout 

the world and to make disciples of all nations. Obedience to the Great 

Commission requires total commitment to "Him who loved us and gave Himself 

for us." He calls us to a life of self-denying love and service. "For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them." (Eph. 2:10) 

 

 Today, we’re going to talk about a paradigm shift, one that Jesus asks us to make in order 

to complete the tasks He created us to do.  The paradigm shift is going to be tough – it’s going to 

require every last part of us.  But it is for our good, for God’s glory, and for the salvation of the 

world God loves. 
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 Let’s take a quick look at the Scripture that this tenet references: Matthew 28.  That’s the 

passage that contains the Great Commission.  After Jesus has been resurrected from the dead and 

met with His disciples several times, He meets with them on a mountain in Galilee.  “Then Jesus 

came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age."” 

 

 So who does this passage refer to, and who does our tenet refer to?  Jesus is speaking to 

the disciples and giving them the command to go and make disciples of all nations.  We who 

believe the good news that Jesus Christ came and died to pay the penalty for our sins and then 

rose again from the dead – we are a direct line from the disciples until now.  Jesus’ charge to 

them now comes to us.  That’s why our tenet says, “The Lord Jesus Christ commands all 

believers to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world and to make disciples of all nations.” 

 

 All believers?  Yes, all believers are to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world and 

make disciples of all nations.  At first, this seems like a logical impossibility.  We can’t be in all 

places at all times to do this.  That’s true.  But first, we must remember that we are a church – all 

Christians make up the universal church of Christ around the world, and we do this together.  

God never intended for us to think of our faith or our works in His name to be done just Him and 

us.  We do them together, with other believers, to accomplish what He wants done. 

 

 As the church, however, we are to spread the word.  That happens locally and globally.  

All of us have a local responsibility.  Wherever we are, wherever God has put us, that’s our place 

to be sharing the faith.  God has not called most people to be missionaries.  We learn that the 

apostle Paul went on at least four, if not five, missionary journeys.  His job was to go to people 

all around southern Europe and Asia Minor, throughout the Roman Empire, and the people he 

went to see stayed right where they were.  But God used those people, right where they were, to 

spread the news of Christ’s death and resurrection.  Paul came to them, taught them, disciplined 

them, and then they went out to friends and neighbors and did the same. 

 

 The paradigm shift for us comes in how we think of ourselves.  Do you think of yourself 

primarily as a student?  A housewife?  An IT specialist?  A builder?  An engineer?  A nurse?  

What would it be for you to think of yourself as a Christian first, then seeing your career as 

something you do for the glory of God?  How would that change your outlook on life?  On what 

you do?  Would it make it easier or harder to go to work everyday?  What might happen if you 

focused on being the very best teacher or lawyer or therapist you could be so that others would 

see Christ shining through you? 

 

 Sometimes we think that it’s impossible.  Some workplaces won’t allow us to talk about 

our faith on the job.  You know what?  That’s OK, because those folks need to see the love of 

Jesus modeled to them too.  We want to do our jobs so well – no matter what those jobs are – 

that Jesus shines through us even without words.  We should long for the day when the mother of 

a pre-schooler or a happy client or a stunned teacher comes to us and says, “There’s something 

really different about you and the way you live your life.  What is it?”  Then we have the 

opening to tell them about our Savior and Lord. 



3 

 

 Now we come back to that whole idea of making disciples of all nations.  Even if we are 

called as missionaries, we can only reach one society at a time.  How is that we are supposed to 

do this?  We look back at the biblical church as an example.  As far as church history goes, we 

believe that Peter, the leader of the disciples, never actually left Jerusalem.  He anchored the 

believers there and made it the center of the universal church until his death around A.D. 68.  

Some disciples went to faraway lands; others, God had work nearer to home. 

 

 What we see is that the local gatherings of believers did their jobs well so that they had 

funds available to support other Christians in need.  Paul writes how many of the missionaries 

received wages for their efforts – and that they should.  Speaking of the disciples going out to 

minister, Jesus said that “the laborer is worthy of his wages.”  In many of his letters, Paul writes 

about taking up collections at the churches to help the Jerusalem church – since the Jerusalem 

church had helped so many others, the people there had become poor!   

 

 There is never any biblical issue with doing any ethical job and being paid well to do it.  

The key is where our heart lies.  It costs money to run CrossWay and Bethel and any local 

church.  Without it, we cannot preach and teach and learn about the gospel together.  We have to 

give to support the local ministry we are a part of.  But we should also be looking to help the 

ministry throughout the world, and for the vast majority of us, that’s through our finances.  

CrossWay supports Tania in Peru.  On our website, we list four missionaries around the world 

that we have supported in the past.  We can support them as the group of believers called 

CrossWay, doing what Jesus asked us to do, if we are willing to sacrifice of our funds to do it. 

 

 When we start talking about our wallets, things get dicey.  It’s been said that for most 

people, the last thing we’re willing to turn over to God is our finances.  But that’s where the next 

part of our tenet comes in: Obedience to the Great Commission requires total commitment to 

Him who loved us and gave Himself for us.   

 

 Total commitment.  That’s hard to fathom in our world.  We don’t want to commit to a 

contract for our cell phones or our cable. Young people have stopped making a lifetime 

commitment of faithfulness to each other in marriage.  We want countless options, all the time, 

available whenever we want.  But Jesus wants to be our only option.  To say “yes” to Jesus 

means saying “no” to a lot of other things.  For what He gives us in return, we should expect 

nothing less. 

 

 When we look back at history, the total commitment we give is so little in comparison to 

so many.  Jesus lived a perfect life and suffered an agonizing death – for our sakes.  Total 

commitment.  11 of the 12 apostles died martyr’s deaths for their faith in Jesus; John, the only 

one who didn’t, survived a vat of burning oil and exile when that didn’t work.  Total 

commitment.  Christians around the world by the millions have died for proclaiming the name of 

Jesus over the name of Caesar, over the name of communism, over the name of fascism, over the 

name of Mohammed, over the name of anyone who would usurp the throne that belongs only to 

God.  Total commitment.  But they also committed in little ways, in their actions, in their 

choices, in their finances – in everything. 
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 What is it that we are asking for here?  Total commitment.  That may mean suffering for 

Jesus as countless others have.  But more likely, it looks like hard stuff in our everyday world.  

Saying “no” to a cookout so that you can be at church every week, and saying “yes” to attending 

church somewhere even when you’re on vacation to worship your Lord.  Saying “no” to a new 

car you’d love to have so you can help support Tania in Peru, the Dinnages in Taiwan, the 

Nelsons in Ukraine, the Commissos in Dakar, the Vosburgs along the US/Mexico border, and 

Catha and myself in ministry here.  Saying “yes” to taking a mission trip on a week off from 

work.  Saying “yes” to tutoring some kids who need it, or visiting the sick, or helping the poor, 

or doing a myriad of other things that can show Jesus to this community.  Saying “yes” to 

spending your Wednesday evenings in Bible study.  Listening to God in prayer about what 

ministries He might have you start in your neighborhood.  Saying “yes” to showing that you love 

Jesus wherever you are so He might be glorified. 

 

Sometimes total commitment even unto death seems a little glamorous, a little big of us.  

As weird as it sounds, it’s easy to die for Christ.  It’s much harder each day to die to ourselves 

and live for Him.  As we ask for commitments to become members of CrossWay in September, 

that’s the kind of commitment we’re asking for.  The blessing is, we will be committing to do it 

side-by-side, together, encouraging one another, doing it as a group.  We have each other.  Many 

of us came from across the way at Church of the Covenant precisely because we knew God had 

called us together to be a specific church, a specific body of believers united for Him, no matter 

the name, no matter the building.  We will totally commit to Jesus – and we totally commit to 

each other, because in doing so, we will not find the job easier, but we will find comfort as others 

stand shoulder to shoulder with us, bearing the burden together. 

 

So let’s take a final look at what our tenet says total commitment looks like: He calls us 

to a life of self-denying love and service. "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them." (Eph. 2:10) 

 

Self-denying service and love.  What is that, exactly?  It’s following the lead of Jesus.  

It’s love that doesn’t care about self first.  That can be hard.  There’s been a lot of press this 

week about the Ebola virus outbreak in Liberia.  We’ve been praying for two workers -- Dr. Kent 

Brantly, a doctor with for Samaritan’s Purse, and Nancy Writebol, a missionary with SIM.  Both 

have been infected, and while they are doing better, they are in very serious condition.  Both of 

them chose to serve here and specifically chose to work with those who had been infected.  They 

knew that these folks needed help, so they stayed.  Nancy Writebol worked with one of my 

friends leading Bible Study Fellowship in Ecuador.  These folks know what it is to give all. 

 

They are just following the lead of Christians throughout the centuries.  Ironically, 

Christianity spread with disease.  As people fled villages with outbreaks of plague, Christians 

came in and took care of the sick and dying, often at the cost of their own lives.  They were 

determined to show love in Jesus’ name to those who were most at risk of dying without 

knowing the Savior.  Those who survived spread word of what those brave men and women did 

for them in the name of Jesus. 
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We will probably never serve quite this way, and that’s OK.  Perhaps the biggest thing 

we can pray for is that we would be willing to deny ourselves so that we would reach out.  In our 

culture, we don’t fear death due to plague.  We face ridicule.  We face rejection.  We face the 

outcry of a world enamored with atheism and determined to live like God doesn’t exist.  We risk 

losing jobs.  We risk losing friends.  But that is self-denying love.  Self-denying love says, “I 

care about you enough to risk our friendship to tell you something that will change your life and 

your eternity.”  Self-denying love says, “I will risk rejection because God is too good not to 

share.”  Self-denying love says, “I will risk it all to bring you the love of Christ.” 

 

Self-denying love is shown through self-denying service…putting the needs of others 

ahead of ourselves.  In particular, it’s serving others through not even necessarily what they 

want, but what they truly need.  This can take all sorts of forms.  It could be working on a 

Habitat home rather than scheduling another game of golf.  It might be teaching a teenager how 

to bake, or just being a friend to a teen who needs a father figure.  It might be not taking that 

promotion at work so that your family gets real time with you – or it might be taking dinners to 

homebound folks who need them.  God has made you a certain way with certain gifts and talents, 

and He will put those talents to use if you let Him. 

 

We are created for good works.  Good works don’t save us; they don’t earn us points with 

God.  But they are a central reason why God made us.  He made us to shine forth His glory in 

ways only we can.  He made us to work, and work hard, and work well, doing things that not 

only honor Him but bring us pleasure in the doing.  When we do our best service, we show off 

that we are God’s handiwork.   

 

Whatever God has blessed you with the ability to do, do it for Him.  Play an instrument.  

Bake a cake.  Shake a hand.  Turn a listening ear.  Spend time.  Spend money.  Give a smile.  

Teach a skill.  Sing a song.  Create a bulletin.  Balance a checkbook.  Write a check.  Tutor a 

child.  Invite a friend.  Share dinner with a neighbor.  Take someone to lunch.  Make Jesus 

known.  Let your faith shine.  This is what we were made for.  It’s not in great, grand gestures 

that we really follow Jesus.  It’s in the everyday selflessness, the everyday gifts, the everyday 

service, that we prove we belong to Him. 

 

Let’s start thinking about ourselves the way God wants.  We are Christians living in a 

foreign land.  We are children of the coming Kingdom, and we are telling the world about our 

God who will come to reign.  Our lives are gloriously spent in doing good work in every 

legitimate enterprise as ways to make our Lord known.  We know who we are – servants of the 

Most High God who has declared us His sons and daughters – whose Son has called us His 

friends. 


